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Blomberg denied this, and said that he and his friends
were well informed about affairs in France. "Any French
regeneration is a long way off. Besides/' he continued,
"Germany is already taking measures which she deems
necessary for her safety, although they will probably meet
with a bad reception in the political columns of the foreign
press. Possibly there will be complications."

"All the more reason to avoid unnecessary melodrama,"
I replied, and I went on to report the intrigues and excesses
of Nazi elements in Danzig, and to ask that representations
should be made to Hitler with a view to their being checked*
I added that I doubted the wisdom of similar Nazi machina-
tions in Austria. Germany, I said, was facing perhaps the
most momentous turning-point of her history. We could get
all we wanted, -provided that we acted with the moderation
which in all history had been the mark of strength and
greatness. By acts of violence we might possibly, thanks to
the element of surprise, achieve a number of successes, but
in the end we should suffer irreparable disaster.

"We shall prevent war as long as possible," replied
Blomberg, "but at certain points on Germany's upward
path there is danger of a conflict. I don't believe in war,
but we must be prepared for it. It is our duty to postpone
it as long as possible, and our political measures must be
aimed at preventing under all circumstances a second big
coalition against us and a war on two fronts. That is why
the relaxation of the Polish tension is so valuable."

"What is your objective?" I asked.

"Whatever we cap. get," was his evasive reply*

"And what does that mean?"

"To go to the limit of the attainable," he answered. "We
.' are always putting out feelers to test the resistance to us,
and so we can never say in advance how far we shall get.
Germany is facing her hoxir of destiny. But 'hour' is just a
poetic phrase* Her 'hour* is a long, difficult time, during
which there will continually be new decisions to make*"/

,1 came once more to the subject of Austria, and warned
him of the possibility of fresh complications. I felt it *ny
$uty, to^convey to him the ideas and proposals of a prominmt
had asked ;rae to do so. They seemed to me to